IN TRO DU C TIO N
Brahmsarovar is a rich healthy and robust perennial wetland having its existence since last 3500-5000 years linked with Mahabharata War. This wetland has experienced several transformations in its characteristics and expanse. Its present shape was imparted first in 1973 and later in 1986 by Kurukshetra development board-an organ of Govt. of Haryana under the direct control of Governor. It is located at a distance of 12 Kms from Pipli-crossing towards west on National highway No. 1(Sher-Shah Suri Marg). In the present times, it is highly embellished with religious cultural, ethnic rituals, beliefs and practice. Its' surmounting significance is better demonstrated by the divine blessing earned by a holy bath on the occasion of Solar Eclipse-the only place in the world prescribed for mass gathering of people for community bathing to earn "Moksh" and "Punaya" equivalent to several thousands of "AshawMegha-Yajanas".
The present expanse of the wetland is 1800 feet (550 meters) long and1400 feet (430 meters) breadth. It is divided into two equal parts. The maximum depth of the Sarovar is 45 feet except on the moorings with depth of 1-6 feet and very well secured by strong railing (Plate-1). (Gupta and Bajaj, 1997 , 1999 , 2000 Gupta ., 2009 Gupta and Kaushik, 2010a-e; Gupta and Kaushik, 2011a-b) .
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MA TE RI A LS & ME T HO D S
The present quite serious one, context of forcefully driving away the rich and very crucial migratory birds' diversity from very historical wetland, deserves discussion from various viewpoints. In this paper, the variety of birds that existed in 1980s, has been brought to fore. Also it has been endeavoured to enlist the series of casual factors responsible for the extermination of migratory birds from Brahmsarovar in Kurukshetra town in India.
The period of observations span between 1985-2011 in respect of winter migratory birds that used to arrive and depart in Brahmsarovar between September-February each winter season. The periodicity of visits is casual and incidental although wrapped in a sense of acute observations whenever that could happen. However, Regular visits were made between December-February of winter season during 2005-2011 to record the diversity of migratory birds. Moreover, a sustained gaze was focused on the scenario that was obtained each winter season. A very simple methodology has been innovated which is devoid of the complexities of transect method etc and subsequent un-necessary statistical calculations. Instead, here it has been ensured that Brahmsarovar complex was visited on several occasions in each winter spread over every winter month. Also, it was tried to visit in Morning, Fore-Noon, After-Noon and late-Evening as far as possible. As such, it is a simple attempt to piece together information on a very worrisome issue related with threats to winter migratory wetland birds in Haryana, India.
The shocking depletion in numbers and species diversity of wetland birds that has crushed in a dramatic way in the last 4-5 season has caused the present research paper for the knowledge of all concerned quarters for preservation, conservation and protection of avian fauna in particular and biodiversity in general. The evidence was generated through photographs. The Camera used was Zenith 1986 model with 200 meter tele-lens. The various wetland birds encountered during the study period were further assorted according to their residential status categories like: "Resident"; "Winter Migratory"; "Local Migratory" by following the technique developed by Kumar ., 2005 . Identification of birds was done with the help of reference books (Ali, 1996; Ali and Ripley, 1987; Grimmet ., 1998; and Kumar ., 2005) . Nomenclature follows Manakadan and Pittie (2001) .
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The present studies reveal that 36 species of wetland birds belonging to 8 orders and 11 families were observed from holy Brahmsarovar in Kurukshetra district in Haryana during 2005-11. Out of 36 species of wetland birds, 21 species of wetland birds were winter migratory coming from great Himalayas, across the Himalayas and from across the areas like Russia, China, Tibet and Siberia (Table-1, Fig.3 ).The maximum wetland diversity of birds contained in Order Anseriformes (11 species) followed by Charadriiformes (10 species each) and Ciconiiformes (7 species) (Fig.1) . Anatidae family is the most represented family (11 species) followed by Ardeidae (7 species) (Fig.2) 
RE SU L TS & D IS CUS SI ON
It is important to point out that I n t e r n a t i o n a l J o u r n a l o f L i f e S c i e n c e s 7 ( 1 ) : 2 0 1 3 ; 6 -1 I n t e r n a t i o n a l J o u r n a l o f L i f e S c i e n c e s 7 ( 1 ) : 2 0 1 3 ; 6 -1 and Ruff were also observed from the Holy Tank. It is crucial to mention that Govt. of Haryana on the occasion of Kurukshetra Utsav every year comes up with huge exhibition to show-case the achievements in the form of agriculture, industrial, textiles, natural food produce amongst scores of other merchandise items. The severe blow of disturbance is the harsh and mind blowing sounds and spectacle of the Fire-works and various musical programmes performed by ethnic troops drawn by cultural centre and Govt. of Haryana to show the rare rural customs, ethics, rituals folk songs, folk dances etc. As such, "Kurukshetra-Utsav" has done more harm to crucial avian biodiversity having global negative consequences. So much is the level of disturbance that even the local resident birds like Cormorant, Egrets and Herons which once upon a time were available in scores, have now deserted Brahmsarovar. It is obligatory on India and Indians to atleast not to contribute towards the sub-conscious destruction of biodiversity. It is pertinent to mention that winter migratory wetland birds are showing steep declining trends since 1995 onwards till 2011. Moreover, the diversity of these birds has almost crashed. The discerning and visible deterioration is in the number of very significant species like Mallard, Northern Shoveller, Northern Pintail, Spot-billed Duck, Common Pochard, Tufted Pochard, Eurasian Wigeon, Common Coot, Pallas's Gull, Black-headed Gull and Gadwall which are now seen only in January and that too just 1-2 pairs only. Compared to this, their respective number was over 200-300 in December onwards in Brahmsarovar wetland. It is further pertinent to pinpoint that these winter migratory birds are now attracted towards small rural ponds nearby villages like Sarsa, Sunehri-Khalsa and Kirmich etc. As such, Kurukshetra-Utsav which is now a national festival of India, and is organized on a very large scale every November-December for approximately one to two months has resulted in almost total reduction and repulsion of winter migratory wetland birds. It is worrying fact to note that in the winter of 2010-11, there were no migratory birds seen at all. This is certainly linked with Kurukshetra Utsav + Solar eclipse. The solar eclipse Mela is a gathering of about 10 lakh peoples in Brahmsarovar complex. Moreover, the District authorities prepares Brahmsarovar complex to receive 10 lakh pilgrims atleast 2-3 months in advance by interfering with water sheet where birds generally arrive. It is pertinent to mention that Gupta and Bajaj (1997) studied migratory birds of this holy tank and reported 23 species of migratory birds. They observed the large flocks of Common Coots followed by Red-crested Pochard . In the Fulica atra Rhodonessa rufina present study, Common Coots and Red-crested Pochards were seen in very small flocks in this holy Sarovar.
It is pertinent to mention that Common Coots' flocks were available in hundreds and thousands during 2000-2005. These birds used come in September-October first followed by gradual concentration in December and Mid-January every year. Gupta and Bajaj (1997) reported that Common Coots arrive in October every year and were observed in the highest number (7800). However, it is shockingly to mention here that only 10-20 Common Coots were seen in the winter of 2010-2011from Brahmsarovar Wetland in Haryana and at the same time, no winter migratory birds were observed.
The only and only causative factor is the intense festivities and activities that are performed as per the officially approved schedule of events during the "Kurukshetra Utsav" which is held I n t e r n a t i o n a l J o u r n a l o f L i f e S c i e n c e s 7 ( 1 ) : 2 0 1 3 ; 6 -1 1 I n t e r n a t i o n a l J o u r n a l o f L i f e S c i e n c e s 7 ( 1 ) : 2 0 1 3 ; 6 -1 1 every year in Brahmsarovar complex on a very large scale with grandeur in the accompaniment of huge crowds of people inspired by religious temperament desire to buy articles from the exhibition where shopkeepers arrive in the festival from virtually every state of our country. However, observations hint towards the extremely friendly relationship that exists between rural people and winter migratory birds in rural ponds in Haryana. It is an extremely amusing revelation that on every visit the authors' presence nearby winter migratory birds' diurnal place of activity i.e. pond created panic in birds. But compared to this, villager's constant proximity with birds by way of performing daily chores, the birds never showed any sign of alarm. In view of this it is the inadvertant actions of Govt. of Haryana that have caused 100% elimination of arrival of very rich diversity of migratory birds in Brahmsarovar.
Precisely speaking, winter migratory wetland birds in Brahmsarovar have fallen a prey to multifarious disturbance arising out of Kurukshetra Utsav. As such it is a dilemma of biodiversity conservation and promotion of enrichment of cultural values. It is totally a new façade "Man-Animal" conflicts that are pre-disposed in diabolical situations. The solution to Brahmsarovar winter migratory bird's protection is rather clouded at the moment.
